
Greetings Brethren of Toronto East District; 
 
January is gone, and most likely with it, those New Year’s resolutions we so optimistically started out with.  
However we are one month closer to spring, the days are getting longer, the light is starting to push back 
the darkness.  February is a short sprint to March.  February 14th is also Valentine’s Day.  Flowers, 
chocolates, a special card and a nice dinner out with your special lady.  Truly, where would we be without 
their support?  Every 4th year we add a leap day to the month of February.  In 2016, those people born on 
the 29th of February finally get to celebrate, on the actual date of their Birthday.  February is also Heart 
Month.  By donating, you’re helping to ensure that more survivors come home to the people they love. 
 
Congratulations go out to Canada Lodge No. 532 G.R.C.  On Tuesday, January 5th 2016, the Grand Master, 
Most Worshipful Bro. John C. Green of the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Canada in the Province of 
Ontario, was present to conduct the Ceremony of Dedication of the Lodge Collars and Working Tools from 
Silver to Gold.  As the Worshipful Master, Worshipful Bro. William McKeown said in his message; 
“Becoming a centennial lodge simply doesn’t just happen with the passage of time, but requires the 
concerted dedication of many Masons over many, many, years.” 
 
It was a wonderful ceremony, a great evening and well supported by the Brethren within and outside of the 
Toronto East District. 
 
The District Deputy Grand Masters’ mid-term meeting with Grand Lodge on January 30th will essentially 
mark the halfway point of my year.  Where did it go?  From February to mid-May, just 3 plus months, we 
will do 18 Official Visits and two Installations.  The Mechanics of the Work started up on Saturday January 
23rd, 9:00 am to 12 noon, and continues every Saturday to March 5th 2016.  Saturday January 30th was 
Deacons Day.  The correct floor work of the Deacons is an essential part of the Ritual in our Degrees.  
Practice is the only way to get better, and the better you get, the more confident you become as you 
progress in your journey to the East and King Solomon's Chair. 
 
On Friday, April 7th 1916, R.W. Bro. W.H. Legge, D.D.G.M. of Toronto East District No. 11A made the 1st 
Official Visit to Canada Lodge U.D. and reported favourably. 
 
On Tuesday February 2nd 2016, Canada Lodge No. 532 G.R.C. will celebrate the 100th Official Visit of the 
D.D.G.M. of Toronto East District to this Lodge.  It is a tremendous Honour as a Past Master of this lodge 
and as the D.D.G.M. of Toronto East District to share and to be a part of this historic occasion.  I will 
cherish this in my memory always. 
 
The following Toronto East District Lodges will also be having Official Visits this February; dates and 
times to be found on our District Website and newsletters. 

Alpha Tuscan No. 384 Universe  No. 705 
Imperial East Gate No. 543 Birch Cliff No. 612 

 
As the majority of Installations in Toronto East District take place before the start of the Official Visit of 
the D.D.G.M., I can relate to the New Worshipful Masters and the stress and anxiety that I felt as a newly 
Installed Master when preparing for the Official Visit of the D.D.G.M.  In my mind, I could see all kinds of 
“if anything can go wrong, it will” disasters.  Among other things, key Officers or Brethren doing long 
Ritual pieces not showing up, the last moment cancellation by the candidate, amongst many other possible 
and imagined worries, most of which never materialized.  All you can do is to prepare as well as you 
possibly can.  Start on time, finish on time.  If the lodge work is proficient, the degree should not require 
more than two hours, leaving sufficient time for the visiting Brethren to enjoy the social hour. 
 
For those Past Masters aspiring to the Office of D.D.G.M., you should now be enrolled in the College of 
Freemasonry Past Masters Course.  You must be in possession of your Past Masters Certificate no later 
than June 15th 2016 to be eligible to be nominated for this Office. 



 
Brethren, in addition to the start of the District Official Visits, in the upcoming months there will be Lodge 
and special events, workshops / seminars, community events, all to be found on the Calendar of Events on 
the Toronto East District Freemasons Website and also listed on our District Newsletters.  Also, please 
keep in your thoughts, our Grand Lodge Charity, “Prostate Hope for Prostate Cancer #2250”. 
 
I encourage you, whenever you can, support your District.  Visitation has been immensely rewarding for 
me in my years as a Mason, and Freemasonry, without visitation, for me, just wouldn’t be the same. 
 
As I am writing this message, I have just received the sad news of the passing of M. W. Bro. Raymond S.J. 
Daniels, Past Grand Master, 2009-2010.  A tremendous loss for Masonry, and for everyone who was 
fortunate enough to know him and to spend some time with him.  I know that there are countless numbers 
of stories that all who knew him could share, and this is one.  At the conclusion of a presentation at Canada 
Lodge, the Grand Master, M. W. Bro. Raymond S.J. Daniels socializing in the lodge banquet room 
overheard my lady, Evelyn, wondering aloud to her lady friends if they could see what the lodge room 
looked like.  The Grand Master then introduced himself, escorted the ladies into the lodge room and gave 
them a brief explanation as to the pictures and furniture of the lodge, along with any questions they may 
have had.  My only regret was that I had missed it. 
 

“We Cherish His Memory In Our Hearts” 
 
Brethren, as always, I look forward to greeting you. 
 
May the Great Architect of the Universe watch over us all. 
 

Knowledge = Confidence; Never Stop Learning. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
R.W. Bro. Dean M. Bergerson 
District Deputy Grand Master 
Toronto East District 


